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By Laurence Stern . 

- Washing wool l^ost S:aJ£ Writer . 

CBS News relieved corre- 
.ondent Daniel Schorr of 
_i reporting duties yester- 
ay as the result of his ac- 
nowJ.edged role in the sale 
: .the House intelligence ' 
ammittee report to the 
cw York weekly, The Vil- 
ge Voice. The Reporters 
■ommittee for Freedom of 
ae Press was the benefici- 
ry of the sale. y 
-“In-view of the adversary 
tuation in which Dan 
chore is placed in pending 
avernment investigations, 
c has agreed with CBS 
"ews that he will be re- 
eved of all reporting duties 
-ir an indefinite period,” 
:BS News president Rich- 
a-d S. Salant announced 
•esterday. 

Sneaking foe- himself, 
tchorr said that the overrid- 
ng issue in his case 
beyond the specific details 
£ my action is the- public’s - 
-ontinued right to know in 
he face oE a secrecy, back- 
ash.” A • . : - 

“.Experience,” he '""‘said, 
has quickly taught that it is 
jot possible to work as a re- 
porter while personally in- 
-olved in a controversy over 
eporters’ rights, and-F ac- 
ept that,' reality,” "Schorr 
.Iso asserted in his state- 
ment, which was distributed 

■y cbs. . 

" In its last two editions, 
he Voice published substan- 
ial excerpts from the House 
-eport which the ' House : 
=oted to keep ' secret until 
he- ''White House - had.--, re- 
newed it and all iinforma- 
.ion considered damaging to 
national security was;,; re- 
moved. , ' ■ 

Schorr had previously ac- 
-cnowledged that he had ar- 
•anged for the transmission 
3 f a copy of the House re- 
port to Voice publisher Clay 
Itelker and that, in return, a 
-‘substantial” ' payment 
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would ' be made to the re-., 
porters committee..'' ‘ 

. The; committee, a Wash- ■ 
ington-based 'legal defense 
fund for 'reporters, met for . 
16 hours over the weekend ; 
and;- "convened again last 
night J In an. effort- to- .reach, 
a gr eem e nt on- y a - s ta tem e n t ; 
defining its relationship to 
the, Schorr episode. \ 

As an organization it has 
had little to say about the 
controversy, wlrlch has 
swirled about it for the past 
two weeks. Schorr made 
clear that he would take no 
. profit- from the arrangement 
with Felker. . , . 

At present there has been 
no ’allegation of. a- specific 
criminal - violation in the 
transmission of- the report 
from the House_,committee- 
through Schorr to The Yil- 
' Jage -Voice. • Nonetheless 
■Schorr has. retained lawyer- 
'Joseph A. Jiiiifauo U-> repre- 
sent him. 


The House Ethics Com- 
mittee has undertaken an 
investigation of the circum- 
stances of the leak of the re- 
port but iias made no deci- 
• sion about calling Schorr. 

The Justice Department is 
- conducting a preliminary in 
" vestigalion of the excerpts 
printed in The Village Voice 
to determine whether any 
secrecy laws have 'been vio- 
. dated. . 

A'; There are statutes govern- 
-ing espionage, atomic se- 
crets or signal intelligence 
-. that could invoke criminal 
prosecution — but there is no 
evidence as yet of any such 
violations. 'V. 
y Much of the material , in 
K- tile Voice excerpts had al- 
V ready been printed in one 

■ form or. another. But the ex-, 
tract provided by Schorr 
was the largest single leak 

■ of the text to date. At the 
" time he passed the material 
r; on to the weekly, Schorr be- 

lieved that he had posses- 
' sion of the only copy outside 
of the House, according to - 
reliable informants. 

The . publication of the 
House report in the trendy, 

. ..left-liberal, newspaper accel- 
erated what - Schorr called 
■-the “secrecy-, backlash”. 
A arousing demands on Cap!-; 
v 'tol Hill that he -be required - 
to divulge his. source and 
that ho he cited for con- 
sources close to the CBS 
newsman indicated that he 
.intends to stand on his con- 
stitutional rights not to re- 
veal his source, should it be 
demanded of him. 

.... CBS, in its statement, said 
the network news organiza- 
tion ‘"will ■ support Mr. 
Schorr by providing legal 
counsel in so far as invests 

■ gations relenting to his CI>3 
news activities are con- 

. eerned.” - ■ • ' 

The statement went on to 
r note that Schorr acted “as 
an individual’’ iri arranging 


for its publication in the 
Voice. 

“In order, however, not to 
prejudice the important 
principle involved in the ac- 
quisition, and reporting on, 
the report we shall postpone 
further CBS News action 
relating to Mr. Schorr until 
•all government proceedings 
have been resolved,” saui 
CBS. 
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